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Berlin Guitar Ensemble vs. 1605munro Project II 
 

Evangelischer Diakonieverein Berlin Zehlendorf e.V. 
Busseallee 27, 14163 Berlin 

 
Friday 23rd – Sunday 25th September 2011 

 
Meeting Report 

 
 

Author: G. Porter 
 
 
 
 
This second “BGE vs. 1605munro” Project took the form of a three day Guitar Circle 
project, under the direction of Hernán Nuñez, focusing on Circulation work for pieces 
written by Andrés Jankowski's 1605munro along with rehearsals for a house 
performance. 
 
The Project was residential and hosted by members of the local Berlin team at a seminar 
house owned by the “Evangelischen Diakonieverein Berlin-Zehlendorf e.V.” - a social 
welfare organisation belonging to the German Protestant Church, and located in the 
southwest Berlin district of Zehlendorf. 
 
 
Friday 23rd September: Day 1 
 
Access to the house was obtained at c.15:15 from the Verein administration. A number 
of participants had arrived in advance so we were already 8 out of the 11 confirmed. 
 
The House was split over four levels: the entrance, the kitchen & dining room, the 
rehearsal room and four bedrooms, a lounge and six bedrooms. 
 
Preparations then began: familiarisation of the house; allocation of bedrooms; 
preparation of the kitchen & the first meal - dinner; setting up the sound equipment and 
the Circle space in the rehearsal room. The condition of the house was very good and 
had been cleaned in advance which sped up preparations.  
 
By c.18:00 all participants were in the house: 
 
1. Michele Agazzi (Italy) 
2. Luis Araya (Chile/Germany) - Soundman 
3. Romain Castagnet (France) 
4. Marcin Golab (Poland) 
5. Marian Hafenstein (Germany) 
6. Gregory Jackson (USA/Germany) – Kitchen Coordinator 
7. Andrés Jankowski (Argentina/Germany) 
8. Hernán Nuñez (Argentina/Germany) – Director, Producer 
9. George Porter (UK/Germany) – Facilitator, House Manager 
10. Martin Schwutke (Germany) 
11. Mikael Weichbrodt (Sweden) 
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Dinner: 
 
19:00-19:45 
 
A tofu & vegetable soup was served.  
The Inaugural Meeting was called for 20:15 to meet in the lounge on the 3rd floor. 
 
Inaugural Meeting 
 
20:15 – 20:37 
Ten participants are present. There is an eleventh chair for Luis who can only be 
available temporarily during the weekend due to job commitments. 
We are asked to state: who we are; what brought us here and what our aims are. 
Two aims which were given: “to listen” & “to play the right notes.” 
The participation of Thomas Gasser who is attending at-a-distance was acknowledged 
and people within the Guitar Circle community were spoken for. 
 
Hernán provides some words on the approach to our work for this Project which includes 
a performance in the house for invited guests on the Sunday.  
The Munro equipment and guitars will be put through a small PA system, and recorded 
throughout the weekend. 
 
Clocks are synchronised. The first BGE-Munro II Rehearsal is called for 21:00 in the 
rehearsal room on the 2nd floor. 
 
 
Rehearsal I: 
 
21:00 
The Director & Sr. Munro are situated behind the sound desk facing eight guitar players 
forming a semi-circle. We are asked if we are happy with our positions and if anyone 
would like to change. There is one change and the positions of the players, from right to 
left, become: 
1. Mika, 2. Michele, 3. Romain, 4. George, 5. Marcin, 6. Marian, 7. Gregory, 8. Martin. 
 
Mika has taken on the role of leading the Circle and we begin with a warm-up Circulation 
in C major. 
 
Then the first Munro pieces are introduced with circulations: 

− “Bellini” in B minor 
− “Carbono” is first tested in E minor then retested in Bb Whole Tone/B minor which 

seems to work better. Also we circulate in two teams. 
− “Carom” in D major with chords 

 
Time is taken to review the notes of some of the scales. 
 
HN informs us that it is sufficient to play just two or three notes of a scale. Indeed, we 
are reminded a number of times throughout the weekend that if we are not sure, to play 
just the first note of the scale. 
 
The rehearsal is briefly interrupted by one of the Verein Sisters who says another person 
may need to be accommodated in the house – possibly in Hernán’s room! Such 
arrangements were not known to us in advance! But the Sister will attempt to find 
another solution elsewhere and leaves us. 
 
We break at 21:55 to return for 22:15 
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Rehearsal II: 
 
22:15 
We work on circulating over a piece in F# minor & F# Whole Tone. 
Then the piece “Norbert Flip” is introduced and a variety of circulations are tested: single 
notes, chords, staccato notes, playing on the on & off beats in two groups.  
 
We finish for the day at 22:45. 
 
 
 
Saturday 24th September: Day 2 
 
Rise at 07:15. 
 
Morning Sitting at 07:45 – 08:15 in the lounge. 
 
Breakfast: 08:18 – 08:50. 
 
Rehearsal III: 
 
09:30. 
The Rehearsal began at 09:35 due to a late arrival. 
 
Munro pieces are introduced with circulations in the following keys: 
- C minor/C Harmonic minor 
- For “Vivaldi” in F# Harmonic minor/F minor pentatonic 
- Eb minor with C Whole Tone chords 
- Eb major 
- G# symmetrical  
 
HN reminds the guitar players about the importance of how we sit and the position of our 
feet, not just in terms of the visual impression this makes on an audience, but also the 
effect it has on sound projection and tone from the guitar. 
We are also encouraged to play in different registers but also to remember to listen and 
that it is not necessary to circulate continuously over pieces. Sr. Munro concurs 
emphatically! 
 
We break at 10:45 to return for 11:05. 
 
Rehearsal IV: 
 
11:05. 
 
We continue with a staccato circulation over a piece in F# harmonic minor.  
Then the guitar players are divided into two groups of four with one group circulating in A 
minor pentatonic and the other in D minor pentatonic. 
 
Guitar repertoire pieces are tested as well which are needed for the performance: 

− “Voices of Ancient Children” played by a trio of George, Gregory & Romain; 
− “Cantaloupe Island” played by all the team. 

 
Some work is needed on improving the playing in these pieces.   
We work towards getting the basses in tune & in time on Cantaloupe testing out various 
bass player combinations as well. 
 
We break at 11:55 to allow those preparing lunch at 12:00 to go. 
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Small group work continues up to lunch scheduled at 13:00. 
 
 
Lunch: 
 
13:05. 
Lunch was slightly delayed due to a house issue. 
 
Pasta in tomato sauce and salad was served. Leftover tofu vegetable soup was also on 
offer. 
 
Luis has joined us again as Soundman/Recording Engineer and is now available to work 
with us for the rest of the day.   
 
Due to a complaint from the tenant in the basement, it is announced by the House 
Manager that we should not use the WC and showers in the basement even though the 
administration originally said we could use them. It was also not known in advance that 
the tenant would be using the same kitchen facilities. These issues will need to be raised 
with the house administration.  
 
We finish lunch at c.13:40 and are to reconvene at 15:00 for soundchecking.  
 
Rehearsal V: 
 
15:05. 
Slightly delayed beginning. 
 
The guitars are soundchecked through the PA and recording levels are tested. This takes 
some time as there are issues with the signals from some of the guitars. 
 
We then work on the Munro pieces: 

− “Bellini” in B minor 
− “Carbono” in Bb Whole Tone with repeats. 

 
A break is called at 16:20 to return for 16:45. 
 
Rehearsal VI: 
 
16:45. 
 
We work on the repertoire pieces. 
We struggle with Cantaloupe – a groove is currently not able to be reliably established 
and it is up for being dropped. 
Also the quality of execution on Voices is suffering and could also be dropped! 
Group work is called for to work on these pieces after the break. 
 
We break at 17:50 so that those on dinner preparation at 18:00 can go. 
 
At 18:10, a smaller group led by Mika meet to work on Cantaloupe making some changes 
to the distribution of parts and to work on the groove. Afterwards the Voices group meets 
and addresses some current weak points. Some confidence returns!  
 
Dinner: 
 
19:00 – 19:30. 
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Rehearsal VII: 
 
20:30 – 21:30. 
 
We work on the Munro pieces: 

− “Reversaustral” in C minor 
− “Dewho” in D major pentatonic 
− “Fisica” in B major 
− “Macarimbas” in C# major 

 
 
Rehearsal VIII: 
 
21:50. 
 
We work on the Munro pieces: 

− A piece in C# minor Pentatonic 
− “Residuos” in C Whole Tone 
− “Sonovox” in C minor/C dorian and then testing the transition into Cantaloupe; 

The introduction to Voices is also re-run. 
 
We finish for the day at 22:30. 
 
 
Sunday 25th September: Day 3 
 
Rise at 07:15. 
 
Morning Sitting at 07:45 – 08:15. 
 
Breakfast: 08:20 – 08:40. 
 
Rehearsal IX: 
 
09:30 – 10:50. 
 
HN announces that the set list has been drafted for today’s performance scheduled at 
17:00 and that we will run through this, checking the order in the rehearsal sessions 
today. 
 
We then run through the first part of the set list: 

− Circulation in D min Pentatonic / A min Pentatonic (Two groups)  
− “Bellini” in B minor 
− “Carbono” in Bb Whole Tone 
− “Macarimbas” in C# major with bass chords 

 
There are sound problems with Martin’s line and time is taken to rectify this.  
Some additional technical issues arise which cause interruptions as well.  
 
Rehearsal X: 
 
11:00 – 11:50. 
 
We continue with the next two parts of the performance set list; playing mostly just short 
excerpts of each piece before moving to the next one: 
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Part 2: 
− “Residuos” in C Whole Tone 
− “Sonovox” in C minor & C dorian 
− “Canataloupe Island” – the whole piece was played with a new configuration of 

players and has improved enough to be included in the performance. 
− “Übungspuppe” in C# minor Pentatonic 

 
Part 3: 

− “Matrix” in C Harmonic Minor 
− “Voices of Ancient Children” – the whole piece was played and has improved 

enough to be included in the performance as well. 
− “Norbert Flip”  in C minor (staccato) 
− Circulation in C minor with Whizz & Chords 
− “Dewho” in D minor Pentatonic 
− Circulation in D minor Pentatonic with Repeats & Chords 

 
We break at 11:50 to allow the people on lunch to leave and will continue with the 
rehearsal of the final part of the set after lunch. 
 
George, Mika & Romain meet shortly after to prepare the space for the Performance. 
 
Lunch: 
 
13.00. 
A chickpea curry with rice is served – a meal which also maintains a tradition before a 
performance! 
A request for outstanding money matters to be settled between 14:15 to 14:45 is made. 
 
Rehearsal XI: 
 
15:00 – 15:30. 
 
We run through the final part of the set which is to be used if an encore is requested: 

− “Reversaustral” in C minor 
− “Frippertroniggs” in F major 

 
The players practice again walking in & out of the performance space and plugging-in & 
out together.  
 
The players are requested to meet in the Green Room (one of the 2nd floor bedrooms) at 
16:40 for the Performance Time at 17:00. 
 
Preparations for guest refreshments in the dining room are made.   
 
The first guest arrives at c. 16:30. The House Manager is stationed outside to receive 
guests and, if necessary, to deal with the tenant from the basement who, by coincidence, 
is holding a garden party at the same time! 
 
As it nears 17:00, some guests are still to arrive and it is agreed with the Director to 
delay the Performance until 17:15. 
 
Performance: 
 
17:15 – 18:05. 
 
There is an audience of nineteen: 7 women, 5 men & 7 children. 
 
The full set list is performed by the BGE and Munro: 
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Part 1: 

− Circulation in D min Pentatonic / A min Pentatonic (Two groups)  
− “Bellini” in B minor 
− “Carbono” in Bb Whole Tone 
− “Macarimbas” in C# major with bass chords 

 
Part 2: 

− “Residuos” in C Whole Tone 
− “Sonovox” in C minor & C dorian 
− “Canataloupe Island” 
− “Übungspuppe” in C# minor Pentatonic 

 
Part 3: 

− “Matrix” in C Harmonic Minor (Intro to Voices) 
− “Voices of Ancient Children” 
− “Norbert Flip”  in C minor (staccato) 
− Circulation in C minor with Whizz & Chords 
− “Dewho” in D minor Pentatonic 

 
The players then leave briefly & return to perform the encore: 
 
Part 4: 

− “Reversaustral” in C minor 
− “Frippertroniggs” in F major 

 
 
 
After the Performance, we allow some time to socialise with the guests - although this is 
to be kept fairly brief as dinner is to be served later and preparations for leaving the 
House need to be made. In the meantime, the sound equipment is packed up to allow Sr. 
Munro & Luis to make an early departure. Marian also needs to leave early. There will be 
8 participants remaining for dinner. 
 
Dinner: 
 
19:20. 
Tortellini in a pesto sauce is served, with leftover pasta & chickpea curry on offer too.  
It is reported that Sr. Munro & Luis and their families have a delayed departure due to a 
lack of taxis. 
A final meeting is called for 20:50. In the meantime requests for assistance for the 
completion of the kitchen and the house are made.  
 
 
Final Meeting: 
 
20:50. 
The remaining 8 participants are in attendance and those already departed are 
acknowledged along with Thomas Gasser participating at-a-distance. 
The meeting is a briefly interrupted by one of the Sisters wishing to know when we are 
leaving! 
There is good interest in the next BGE-Munro meeting planned for December with a 
public performance. 
The meeting is kept short as it’s getting late & people need to make their departures. 
“BGE vs. 1605munro II” is declared completed at c. 21:15. 
 
Participants make their departures and final house tasks are completed. 
The House is closed at 21:45. 
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Photo Gallery 
 
The House: 
 

 
 
Dining Room: 
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View from the Terrace: 
 

 
 
 
The Performance Space: 
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BGE Players: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Left to Right: 
Martin Schwutke, Gregory Jackson, Marian Hafenstein, Marcin Golab, George Porter,  

Romain Castagnet, Michele Agazzi, Mikael Weichbrodt  



BGE vs 1605munro Project II: 23rd – 25th September 2011 - Meeting Report 
 

 

Page 11 of 13 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



BGE vs 1605munro Project II: 23rd – 25th September 2011 - Meeting Report 
 

 

Page 12 of 13 

Sr. Araya & Señor Munro: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



BGE vs 1605munro Project II: 23rd – 25th September 2011 - Meeting Report 
 

 

Page 13 of 13 

The Producer aka The Director: 
 

 
 
 
The Survivors: 
 

 


